CEYLONESE    CANOES

the raft, and, after dividing themselves into pairs, and
taking hold of the slew ropes in their hands, pulled
them up as tight as they could. By this effort they
caused the cylinder to turn round till its further revolu-
tions were slopped by the increasing tightness of the
hawser, which was wound on the cylinder as fast as the
slew ropes were wound off it. When all the ropes had
been drawn equally tight, and the whole party of men
had been ranged along the top in an erect posture, with
their faces all turned one way, a signal was given by one
of the principal natives. At this moment the men, one
and all, still grasping their respective slew ropes firmly
in their hands, and, without bending a joint in their
whole bodies, fell simultaneously on their backs, flat
on the water 1 The effect of this sudden movement was
to turn the cylinder a full quadrant, or one quarter of a
revolution. This, of course, brought a considerable
strain on the hawser fixed to the anchor. On a second
signal being given, every alternate pair of men gradu-
ally crept up the spars by means of their slew ropes, till
one-half of the number stood once more along the top
of the cylinder, while the other half of the party still lay
flat on the water, and by their weight prevented the
cylinder rolling back again.

When the next signal was given, those natives, who
had regained their original position on the top of the
cylinder, threw themselves down once more, while
those who already lay prostrate, gathered in the slack
of their slew ropes with the utmost eagerness as the
cylinder revolved another quarter of a turn. It soon
became evident, that the anchor had fairly begun to
rise off the ground, for the buoy-rope, which at first
had been bowsed taut over the stern of our launch,
became quite slack. But Sir Samuel would not allow
his people in the launch to assist the natives, as he felt
anxious to see whether or not they could accomplish
single-handed what they had undertaken. Accordingly,
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